Constitution document issued on 11 November 2003

As closing act of the 2° EuroMediterranean Forum,

Corigliano Calabro, Calabria - Italy

NETWORK OF EXCELLENCE FOR THE ENHANCEMENT 
OF  EURO-MEDITERRANEAN FOOD CULTURES. 
1. Research 
2. Education and Training 
3. Rural Sustainable Development
4. Capacity Building

PROPOSAL BACKGROUND
1992-1999 
Four Well Being Reconciliation International Symposia, Sardinia

2002

I° EuroMediterranean Forum, Lamezia Terme, Calabria

2003

II° EuroMediterranean Forum, Corigliano Calabro, Calabria

THE CURRENT  ISSUES:

1. Globalization

2. Creation in the 2010 of the Euro Mediterranean  Free Trade Area
3. Implications in food systems   
4. Necessity to process cultural heritage of Mediterranean food  and rural systems

THE  MEDITERRANEAN CONTEXT

The Mediterranean food tradition is an unique and exceptional cultural heritage which must be preserved and acknowledged as a mean to promote the dialogue among the Mediterranean people, as an integrant agent of a sustainable process.

The proposed project of dialogue between the Mediterranean cultures must be based upon the local realities, enriched by the cultural and social specificities and reinforced by the knowledge and understanding and skills. So the proposed projects must offer space, by involving the local populations and taking into account the cultural diversities, to contribute to a sustainable development. 

The Region of Calabria can represent a reference point within the Mediterranean area as it has perceived the chance to valorize the agricultural sector in its most modern meaning, getting out of the isolation that has characterized all regions by reinforcing the harbor infrastructure.
As regards pedagogical considerations, it is fundamental to win the participation of children so as to understand the way they relate to malnutrition and hunger. Children should be motivated to talk about and illustrate the way they view these issues. This approach has been proven very effective and it is further evidence of the need to promote the active participation of children. In this context special attention is to be paid to the training of teachers, who are to become aware of the relevance of children’s participation and contribution.

SCOPE

The network will facilitate through a pluri-disciplinary intercultural approach at a Mediterranean level, the exchange of expertise among national and regional governments and local bodies, academic and cultural institutions, training and research centres, NGOs, organizations from the civil society and agro-food producers in all Mediterranean Countries. 

It will further promote the development of joint activities among its members with the aim of advancing local training towards the preservation of diversity of Mediterranean food culture in order to reinforce a broader sustainable rural development.

By taking into consideration the framework of Euro-Med Partnership, the creation in the 2010 of the Euro-Mediterranean Free-Trade Area and the European reform of the CAP (Common Agricultural Policy), the Euro-Mediterranean Network of Excellence will provide an innovative channel through which experiences, publications, and information from all Mediterranean Countries in these matters can be shared with mutual benefit.

The initiative is made with the underpinning purpose to highlight the contribution made by the diversity of Mediterranean food traditions as a major component of the dialogue between cultures and civilisations promoted by the Barcelona Process.
The Network has the overall goal to contribute to the reinforcement of the global impact of EU initiatives in the Mediterranean Region.

OBJECTIVES

The Euro-Mediterranean Network has following objectives:

1. to elaborate and disseminate an innovative Mediterranean Food Culture information system through the establishment of a data-base on existing information sources across all Mediterranean  countries.

2. to develop a networking framework in order to promote among its members the sharing of their training experience and expertise and to develop common programmes and projects.

3. to foster the organisation of Euro-Mediterranean training, educational and research programmes, international symposia and conferences in the areas of interest of the network.

4. to develop networks of research projects relevant to food culture in the region

5. to secure international funding and support under the network umbrella

MANDATE OF THE PROVISIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE
AND SETTING UP PROVISIONAL PROCEDURES FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The mandate of the Provisional Steering Committee is for one year from today and shall be replaced by an elected committee. 

The composition of the Provisional Steering Committee is composed by the Representatives of Institutions of the Technical Collaboration of the Corigliano Forum  and by International Drafting Committee

The Provisional Steering Committee  will invite suitable organisations to become members of the Euro-Mediterranean Network

International organizations, national and regional goverments, local bodies, cultural organizations, academic departments, research institutes, NGOs and civil society organizations, training centres as well as agro-food producers, with recognised expertise in the areas encompassed by the objectives of the network operating in any Mediterranean country, may be invited to join the Network by the Provisional International Steering Committee and endorsed by the subsequent General Assembly.

Membership invitations are based on technical and operational Network considerations made by the provisional International Steering Committee

The First General Assembly of Network members will be convocated on the occasion of the Third EuroMediterranean Forum which will be held in Calabria in 2004, in a period avoiding religious days.

MANAGEMENT

The proposed EuroMediterranean Network development  is coordinated by a Network Focal Point 
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Comitato Scientifico Internazionale

Ziad Abdeen, 

Director, Al-Quds Nutrition and Health Research Institute, 

Al-Quds University, Abu Deis, West Bank, Palestinian Territory

Qasem Bassan, 

Director of Health Promotion and Protection Directorate, Ministry of Health, 

Amman, Jordan

Nino Battistini

University of Modena

Elliot Berry, 

Head of The Hebrew University-Hadassah Braun School of Public Health, & Director, Dept of Human Nutrition & Metabolism, Faculty of Medicine, Jerusalem, Israel

Rekia Belahsen

Chouaib Doukkali University, El Jadida, Marocco

Giorgio Calabrese

Member CDA European Authority on Food Security, Bruxells/Parma 

Vice President, Scientific Committee of I.N.R.A.N, Rome 

Carlo Cannella,

Director, Institute of Food Science, University of Roma “La Sapienza“

Igor de Garine

Emeritus Director, CNRS Lasseube, France

Carlo De Marco

Emeritus professor of Biochemical Science, University of Roma “ La Sapienza“

Aldo Di Biagio

Italian Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Rome

Vicenzo Fersino

Istituto Agronomico Mediterraneo di Bari - CIHEAM

Joseph Fontano

National Academy of Dance

Luca Fornari

Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Rome

Mario Giancotti

President, Universitas Italica Foundation, S.Pietro a Maida (Calabria) Italy

Cosimo Lacirignola

Director, CIHEAM-Bari, Italy

Denis Lairon

Director, Human Nutrition Laboratory, UMR 476 INSERM/1260 INRA, Marseille, France

Aicha Lemtouni 

Institut Agronomique et Veterinaire Hassan II, Rabat, Morocco

E. Xavier Medina 

Coordinator, Mediterranean Cultures, European Institute of the Mediterranean, Barcelona 

Amer E. Megri

Dean, School of Agricolture, University of Faleh, Tripoli

Edoardo Mollica

University of the Mediterranean, Reggio Calabria

Andrea Panayides 

Chairman, Education Reform Association, Cyprus

Gulden Pekcan 

Head Community Nutrition Division, Hacettepe University, Ankara, Turkey

Giuseppe Rotilio

Chairman, Italian Society of Biochemistry

University of  Rome “Tor Vergata”, Rome

Luis Serra Majem

Chairman, Foundation for the Advancement of the Mediterranean Diet Barcelona

Director, Clinical Sciences Department, University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain

Safaa E. Tawfik 

National Institute of Nutrition, Giza, Egypt

Vito Teti

Director, Centre of Mediterranean Anthropology and Literatures

University of Calabria, Cosenza Italy

Antonia Trichopoulou 

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens 

Maria Manuela Valagao

National Institute of Agrarian Investigations, Lisbon

Coordinator:

Dr. Sandro Dernini

Focal Point, EuroMediterranean Network on Food Cultures, Rome

Chairman, Plexus International Forum, Cagliari (Sardinia) Italy
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